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ABOVE ITS WEIGHT I

Fujifilm’'s RF-style X-mount camera gets all

the recent performance upgrades, and it's slimmer
than its predecessor, making it a very potent

little package indeed.




Thee nattve sensithity rangs is
valant 1o 150 180 to 12,800
% {150 BO and

mpartant design
aspoct of the X-Trans CWOS 4
sensor (8 s duahgan circuitry,
which assantially 5= o hase
150=, ane at 150 160 and the o
a1 150 800, The bow IS0 circ
oplemises dynamic range, whila
the high 150 circuit optimizes
sansitivity, The dual base 150z also
mEan Nal nouse CRaraclensSLics &l
sensifivity sefings ebove 150 800
arg gssantigiy 2.5 ps hetter

the sarme as at 150 160
f 20fps continuous shooting
isn't fast enough for you, there's

a 30fps option, but it comes
with & 1.25x crop, wt
resalution of 16 6R4P W
the electranic shuti
ales a "Pra-Shot' fun

=0 LSINg
theara’s
fion thad

COMMEBnCEs COntNUOUS Capiuns
whan tha shuttar releasa outton
alfwryy position |i.e
for misteding and autafocusing)
This can be sat to 30, 20 or 10dps
with 10 frames capty
actual shutter releaze. Using the
vl Gl Shuither, The mMasinmyem
15 shootng speed i= Bips,
if you want continucus
AFFAE adjusis
The imege quality sattings
start wath 144t RGE AAW
capiure ag thesa files can
be comprassed, losslasslhy
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or Narrmal comprass

and m one of threaa
the masimum beang G2
pxials. AdkEtona®y, there's a choica
of three espect ratios - 3:2, 168
or 1:1. In-camera RAWt0-JPEG

COMETHON 5 possible with a total

of 20 processing parameatars

CLASSIC LOOKS

®-T4 Thesa start w
= o 18 Fdm Sirmwl
pr . Thase include Eterna
Bleach Bypass
inbroduced on the X-Td—and is
an altermativa to the anginal

Efarna. This variahon ar
rmutad colour saturatian
maintaining a highar contrast

replcating the ook of the bleach
twpazs film processing techmigus
T

wwhich s

Tel 2

Eférm

wirne of Fujifile’s

THE CONTROL
LAYOUT IS CLASSIC
FUJIFILM X-MOUNT
WHICH, OF COURSE,
IS CLASSIC.

FULL STOP

cina fém stock, so thesa ara
egsentally profiles for
but wou can usa tham for stll
photoarag
The ¥-Ed's function kst also
includes Classic Neg, based aon
Fujicotor Superia 100 colour print
and Classic Chrome, basad
on.., &r, K s B4, It's worth
noting once again that the Fém
Simulation profiles can be applied

il

to R files v post-produc b
djust pAramaiars —
wihich are globalhy rather
than to the individual profile - sra
for Tone Curwe (highlights andiar
ghadows), C
Sharpness, end Clarity. This last
pararmiter adj
increasing or dacreasing the
mid-ione contrast while laaving

aur {|.&. SRIuration|

% dafirbion by

th highlights and shadows
alone, A Monochromatic Colour

adjustment is provided for BV
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Fitm Simulation profiles with

the choece of warmeto=coal or

Iria
thare are the usual contrast control
liltgrs in peliow, red, and green that
Fujifilm se1s up as separate Film

5 for both the

ta-to-gresan ranges, plus

Sirmdation settin

stendard Manochrorn
prafiles [maanin
BE&EW modes n oally, In
nawe to 8il this, Neopan ACROS i
Fujifitm’s much:loved fine-grained

B&W negative tim, availabde now

Simudation profiles via procassing
functons called Grain Effect,

Colaur Chrame ERect and Colour
Chrome Effect Blua, aadh of

wwhich has the choice of W
Stromneg level settings. Grain Effect
doas what it 58ys on tha lid, while

Colour Chrome ENect incragses
e range of tonas wathin h Yy
saturaind colours, particularky
wihEn SNOaTING i NeEn CONIrast
situations. Colowr Chrome Effact
1@ thing, but
only to the bdue tones. Thera's also
a chaice of might Advinoed Filter
sp eflects which include a
tha stapdas such as Toy Camera,
Minsature, Pop Colour, Partial
Calour, srd Soft Focus

Dynamic range expansion
can e dorse & nurmitsr of wways,
starting with the standard
processing of the image to
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decraasa the amount of contrast,
wath the aplicn al
comaction or one of thrae manual
sattings flaballed 100%, 200% and
400%:). Thare's also & Dynamic
vty function to adpust

51 Tor ling
hlights and shadows
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Weak and Strong - with the lare

twio basad on the dynamic range
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the minirmum |50 is #lso remed
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ing
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i=. Tha Auto =

= X o o of £l giher,
depending on the conirast range
presanted by the prevailing
lighting conditions. Anoher way
to expand the dynamic range

% to use the mult-shot HOR
captura rmode, wheoh recards
three framas with the options

ol aulo expasurd adjusimant of
a choica of four manual sattngs
designated HDAZ00, HDR4OO,
H 0 and HORE0D Plus. There's
giso an auto-bracketing mode

i

of ehyfiarmes rar
extposura, Film Simadation profiles,
15, 150 and white balance

The Filrn Ssmalation bradketing

iz guite handy as it allows fo
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4 up 1o 999 fram
with intervals of up to 10 seconds
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mlimited frames or, albematively
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WOREING THE SYSTEMS
then X-510, tha X-Ed
1t thiz X-Td's sy
autofoc "Hl, ERpOSURE SONLRo
and whita he

425 measunng points arranged in a
ZEx 17 pattenn. The POAF uses 2.18
millbon pxals an the sensar and
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mades [0 prasat the tocus 1]
range. primariy 10 enhanca spaed
Thers are v presel ranpes -
from 2.0 or 5.0 matras to infinity
plus a custom satting that can

e configured Bs desiad. .. for
axample, for the distanca betwean
Wi Sulacts

Fujifilr has a couple of tricks
up it5s sleeve whan it comas o
he assists tor manal '.EIE-.JSG'@.
In addition to the standard image
magnifization and locus paaking
diaplays &fe 8 couple of additional
assists called Digital Spit Imaga
and Cugtal Bdicropriam. The firgt
taration of tha Digital Split Image
wWiE mone & gimmeck than a
ganuine aw, but ovel subsequent
ganaratons of X cameras it's
endived Into 545"?"'-&'.|'III'II'=| that
waorks quite effectively. There's the
choice af enther colowr or BRW
daplays, the lattar mak g it eEsier
to sea what's happening if you're
shooting in colour [and vice versa|
Both these features, of course,
hark back to the mamnel focusing
alds in 35mm SLARs, namety the
split-image rangefirdar and the
muEropeesm oilarn, and the digital
Wersions Wwaork in exectly the
SAMIE way,

EA|.'II'.I.‘.IJI'I':" conthol 15 on-aansor
TTL mataring using 256 maasuring
points wath a choice of multi-rone,

The X-E4's small size and
lightriess is Qoinsg Lo hae phanty
of appeal for video-mekers,
espacially for handheld shooting
&4 1| hias & prefy senous arsenal ol
capahilities. For starters, 4K video
is cversampled at &K by using

the full width of the sensor so
there’s no additional focal length
increasal, whieh oflers enfancad
image quality, especially with
datahing and dafinition, With 4K,
thera's choice of DCI at 400962160
pivals and 17,9 aspect or UHD at
38402180 pixdls and 16;F aspect
The frema raies ama 30, 25 and
24fps, wath recarding in MOY
forrrat using MPEG 4 AVCH 264
coding and LongGOP interframe

cantre-waighted averags, fully
avaraged, or spot patterns. Linkks
the X-510, the X-Ed stcks with
just a basic sat of PASM exposure
cantral modes

The machanical shutter has
a spead range of 15 minutes 1o
174000 second, wath flagh sync up
to /180 second, and a bulb timer
with a B0-minyie
obwioualy vanationg Tnom mads
to mode, and switching to the
camera’s alectranic shuttesr enahles
a top spaad of 1/32, 000 sacond
which i5 alsa aail
the hybrid elactronic first curtein
shuttar, which makes the exposure
with the sangor, bul fineshes i
:l:ll'l'u"Bl'lElCl"la“'f wiih 1ha mechanica
shuther's sacord s of blades
This afrangemsni 180T Totaly
silant, but still reduces both noise
ard vibiations comparad 15 the
meachanicad shutter and, compared
to the ull ddectrons: shutiar, allows
for the use of flash.

The whita balance contral
options inchude the dhoce of aulg
COMachion modes Infroduced wath
thia X-T4. In additian to the stan
auts mode, thare ara Whibe b
and Ambisnca Pricnty auta settings
Thiaga aré designed for shoating
unidir incandasoent (B ka. fungsien)
Ightng and erdher coract far,
o presenve, e wWammser 10Res.

mit. Thisne are

A whan RISSITH]

compression, You can adjust the
it rane to aithar 200 or 100Mbpe
to bhalance quality and file size

Full HD foatage can be
recorded at edhera 16:3 or 179
aspact ratio and at B0, 50, 30, 26
or Z4fps, with the bit rate set 10
50, 100 or 200hdbps, Thara's also
& widds choce of [Hame rates for
high-speed Full HD recording -
100, 120, 200 or 24(Hps
giving more options for ereating
slove-min sffacts.

Ao features inchude manually
adjustabis levels, an attenuator, &
wingcut fitber and a lowegut filtar
Like the ¥-210, tha X-E4 reconds
2440it sound at 48kHz, 5o both
thi audio dyrdrmic nge s
dafinition are anhanced. There's
| @ 3.5mm steren audio input and
|- & supphed dongte to conwen the
cameara’s USBE-C port into a8 3.5mm
sieneo sudio ouipul There's also a
meadphons volumes coniral,
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Alrernatively, there's a choice of
S presets finckading orme i
undenwater). and up to thres custom
magsuremants can e craated and
stored. As already mentioned, auto
white halance bracketing = available
alng with fné-funing ang manual
ocolour temperaiure seiing over a
range from 2,500 to 10,000 Kebwvn

IN THE HAND

Fujititm really has gane all out 16
make tha mast of whai's possible
with dowwnesizing whan using the
AR5 crop sensar. The ¥-E4 g

4K wideoowith 10-bit 4:2:7
colour can be recorded axtarmnaiy
via HRMI, alang wath simultanecus
4K miemal recording, but with
B-bit 4:2:0 colour. The FHog
parmma prolibe 15 avadable for
both extarnal |10-bit colour) snd
intennal recording (8-}, giving
an extendsd dynamic rangs,
and thara's an FLog Viaw Assist
display optian too, The dedcated
Etarna and Eterna Bieach By-Pass
cinarma Fitm Simulation profilas
Bre an aasiar option for those who
don't want to spand hours in
postpeoducton

In 1arms of wdeo feetures, the
%-E4 has rebra patterns heith an
adjustable brightress threshald),
time-cading either rec-nun or free-
rum wath a drop-framie comacton)
and Movie Silent Controd, which
allows for @ number of reconding
functions 1o be oparated via the
towechscraan. Functionality includes
thex rast of the Film Simulation

| FUJIFILM X-E4

WEIY SITEAET 1IN wWidth and hieght
to tha pravicus modal, but it's
shimmer again and 0 goes withoul
8 handgrip. The RF style of body
rizilly doesn’t nined one
hawve never had theam — but if ywou
really feal like you need somathing
Extira to hang on o, there’s an
opbnal hansgnp

The contrad ot is classic

Laicas

W Rear monitor is adjestabla for tift
[warsus the X-EXs fived panal] and

can be mawved up theough 1807 for

wiopging or selfies.

profiles and their adjustable piciure
perameters {including the BEWW
waarmicool adjustmants), dynamic
TBAGE EXOBNS0N PIOCeESing,
and high IS0 noise reduction
Continugas autolocusing is
Bvailable with fecefaye detaction
andd the range kemuter. Commenignthy
the Cuick Menu autormatically
switches to video mada, enabling
dirgc! aociss 10 the kiy recording
functions, and you can aiso switch
the aperture desploys from f-5iops
10 Tstops.

Tha big deal for some may
b the ahaence of in-body irmage
stabilisation (or an efectron:
imaga=shifting aptaen), but the
camera 13 so small ard light —
plus guite a faw XF lenses have
optical stabilisaton = it can be
wiarkad araund. The combination
of portabifity, features and
pearformance are sl likely 1o win
ouf fara
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Tast images captured as JPEG/largefine
files using the Fujinon XF BJ-140mm 2.8
LAY Q45 WR maom and XF 27mim 2.8 R
YWR prime lanses wath shiutter-priomy
auto expasure contred at 150 200, 4040
and 300, As wsual, Fujifilm’s aui-of-
camnra JPEGs are enemplary in terms

of detailing. tonality, dynamic range and
colour regroduction.
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Fujifilrn ¥-maunt wwhich, of course,
is classic, Full stop, Therae are diats
far shatter speads and exposurs
compansation, a front input
wieel and a reasmounted joystick
contrller that per.fm*.s avansty of
navigation duties, including taking
over those from the now-delated
rear input wheel. Direct access 1o
IS0 settings is assigned by defauli
to the Fn button alongside 1the
shutter release and, frankhy, it's
unlikely you'd change this [althswegh
thares E'IQ"II MEnu pageas warth
of alternatives), Thera =0’ @
|'||J‘g5 Salaction of cusionisat:n
options for the extarnal controds,
probably becaese therg sn a
hupge sebaction of axtamal controls
to start with HI:IW'I"IUE‘.'I. thare ane
the four Touch Function Gestures —
N COMMon across the X-mount
lire-up = that allow you 1o assign &
wide variety of functions 1o the up,
down, lefl and right swipa actions
on he MOnilors T
each case, the list of assignabls
functions mens 10 55 items

The Cuick hMenu control pens
is also customésabla, 5o you
can alther changs any of the 12
functions on the dafault screan or
croate up 19 Six diferent ones, say
far Shddnng a part Ular SUbject o
in @ partecular situation. Thare are
canainty andugh customigatan
options for you to set up the X-Ed
to work the way you want it to

The Cuick: hbenu function tiles
can be navigatad -:l:ll'lh'E'l'lUEl'-EI“'f or
v Touch, which makes aceess 1o
the Warious sefngs even quickar
The touchscrean imglamantaton
ats inchudes oo,
sute shutter rebeasa if desired), a
"tochpid” functicn 3
touch focus whan wsing tha EVF
(with seven area optionsl, and the
main replayrasew lunclions. As
is the case across the K-mount
ranga, the mam menus still havse
to ba corvantionally ravigatad.
afthough the jowstick controller
aoeads thig wh, The mand oLt
is 8lsn the same - handy if you're
going o be wsing the X-Ed4 a
backup carmera or as & lighter
traval option = and with a
siraightiarward mght-click
navigational route from chapter
o page to sub-meny or selings

Tha rear manitor is 8 3-nch
TFT LCD panal with & resalution of

Sereen, In

Pwieh

o can st

162 millian dats and ad|usir
for tilt, including & 1807 setting
55 it faces forward for selfes or
viagging. The ¥-E4 has the same

EVF as the X-510 and X-T3d,
wihich is a Tem OLED paned with a
rasciution of 2.36 million dots snd
a magnification of Q.62 {35mm
aquivaant). 85 wa nolad with
thia 510, this is now a8 hase-level
soic, but i1 56l accepdable avan
it most of the competiton now
offar h gharres displays. In the
camera’s Boost mode, the relresh
rate is increased to 100fos, which
eliminates lag when shaoting
continuously. The Boost mode also
increasas AF spaad, but obvioushy
uses more banery powar. Both the
EWF ard LCOH 56 are adjustable
tor brightniess, colour satusation
and colour balance

Thia live wiewy dispéay is also
extgnsnehy customisabile, so you
can add guide grids laither 353
or dx6l, a real-tima histogram,
& lewal indicatar, end a !':-g-'l|ll;||'l'.
warning, plus whatever read-outs
5 ou Select fr
menu peges of items. Additiorally,
youlL Can incraase the size of
seacted i0ons and also adust
the display conirast to enhance
legibility in differant lighting
conditions. The raw Sy replay
sGreen aptions include an overlaid
&1 ol histagrams or two inumbnail
dizplave accompanied by an
axtandnee wmount of captore data
{inciuding lens details), a heghlight
warning, a brightness histogram

and ir Towr

and the focus paint or 2one used
wihach is very usaful. Prassing the
|ystck controller instantly z2ooms
N2 this nd 80 you Can quickly
chack the focus

The X-Ed's construction
uses magnasium alloy panals
ouier a digcas! chassis, whach it
eEls STrong bit, a5 far a3 we
can see, thera are no weathar
proteciion measures. There's a
single memary cand slot — for 50
UHS: speed only = and 1 shares
a comparmant in the camera’s
base with the batiary pack. This is
the sarme 1, 260madR NP-W1Z2E65
lithiurr-ion battary pack Fujifilm is
usang in pratty much evenrything
ExoEnt the }:—Fﬂ-, and in-camara
racharging is possible wvia LISE-C

The semsors dual-gain cireultry
provides two base IS0s — set a1 160
and B0 - sa noise is significantly
roduced @t the highar sensitivity

settings lat the axpense of some

SPEED AND dymarmic range]. Saturation and
ERFORMAN sharpress are well makniain across

P G r CE i g tha full eative IS0 range gnd tha
| Sty BAGE S0NE LIHS- axtansion sattings are uvseabla too

Thesa tast images were taken in the
aparture-priority auto made with the
aperture sal to 71, so the axposure
Limhe varies 1o campansala ar the
150 adjustmants

Video Spead 3 mamory card and
the mechamcal shutter, the X-E4
capiured & burst of 114 JFEGNarge/

1SC 51200

fine frames n 14 355 saconds, pre-
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shooting speed of 2949%pa. With the
glactronic shuttar, it recorded 30
basi-uakly JPEG frarmes in 1625
seconds, giving a shooting speed
of 18.4ips. Tha tast fike sizes ware
arsund 16.5MEB on average.

You won't be surprised to
bearn that the X-E4 perlarms
wery much like tha X-510 and, in
mary respects, is on par with the
fisgahip X-T4, As wa've found
pravioushy, tha hybnd autofocusing
5 fast and socurate, with good
tracking relisbdfity even when a
subject is movament is arratic. Tha
performance in low lght/contrast
situations is also very reliable

The comiendion of the X-Trans
ChAO0S d and X Procassor 4 is
alrgady wall-proven in tha Fujifim
¥-rnount rangs, end again dossn
dizappoint hare, Best-quality JPEGs
exhibit plenty of weell-resolwed
daiading, amooth tonel gradations
and a wide dynamic ranga. Once

agam, Fujifilm’s masteriul balancing
of colofimetric colour = or ‘neal’
colout = with expacied — ar
‘mamonsed — cokowr, makes its
Fitm Sirmufation profiles superior
to enything else. The standard
profiles dalivar a pleasing balance
ol saturation and raaism

The sensor's ‘dual gain' design
grves Battar senstivily at the higher
saTnga whise reducing signak-to-
noise ratio. Subsequantly. because
lesis P rediucion processng
i5 raquired, the image guality —in
termis of both sharpness and
SATUFENION — remans excaptonaly
good all the way up to 150 12,800,
Ewen abowve this, the X-E4 stil doas
8 cormmendable job of balencng
shiwpness and noise reduction
Aa noted earlier, theorstically the
irmage quality at 150 5000 will be
predty much the same as it s at 150
B00, albait with soms reduction
in dymarmic range. The RAWY files

are also exceptionally flexible,
providing plenty of Tatitude wath
underexposure, 50 you can hald
onto more detailing in the highlights
and brighten the shadows without
unduly increasing noiss

THE VERDICT
Yo can't make a cameara this smad
wvitheut sacrificing sometheng.
it Fufifile i to ke eradited for
minimising the compromises,
which = biyond, m-body image
steblization —are things that you
can sasily live without or work
around. A5 we noted at the star,
thia X-mount range now really has
sormisthing for evervbady, ,, you
just can’t hese everything. If you
raally want IBIS in a more compact
carnera, there's the X510, If you
want more video capabilities,
thara's the X-T4

Mawvertheless, the X-E4 doas
still offir a lot, considening miuch

of the X-T4 has been squeezed in
there to the benafit of functonality,
speed, and magirg performance,
Thera's competition from Canon,
Miken, and Sany in the APS-C
mirrorhass camare sectarn, but
the ¥-E4 really brushes tham all
aside whean you threwy affardabiling
into the mix. And, of course, the
Fujinan XF lens System is now just
ahy of 40 models, o pretty much
all the bases are coversd hera
boh, Howeerest, i0'S SHll 1R ses
experience that makes tha X-Ed
something special. Fujifilm realhy
kncees hiowe 1o spninkie this fairg
dust on its camaras - from the
E100W 10 1ha GFX 1005 — and The
X-Ed i=s almost Leica-ike in lis form
and feal

It is, quite sirmphy, a litle gem
of & camera.

FUJEII.M X‘E4 $ l ‘3?? Body enky Rocossmended metssl price

Fpa: Enthisiasi-levsl digital mimardnss camom
with Fugfilm X bayosat lons mournt

Foogsing. TTE sutomalic irpbeid pysies using
phecee-dilfemncs duteclion aal conteas)-

sy, 425 mediuiing

i or V3l pattaml; Sieghepo et
[meu siras), ponm (¥, b or S paim clusiom
seinztad tom 91 pomis] and wilefacking
mndes. Five AF-0 Custom settings dor oplimis
) lacking phes 2 user-dafinahle saiting I
Tebckifg Sestitaaly, Sposil Hacking Semstnty
andl fore Aved Swasiteng Faia/sve detsian
with kafUeagit prioey. Focas frama atust
ahle fo fiva sipes I'-ﬂln;u 15 10em fo ofiniiy
(i Macso mod|, Focus anga limitn: Faow
ey detecton wath lefy'right pnocig Aanual
switching between peu-shin snd continwus
AF mides, AFMF moda. Lons-light assist vi
Bijin-in dlumisaing Aeniaal Tocus Fsslvia
magnified image. Dagital Sgpdit imags display
(octowr of BENY, Degital Micmpram deplig o
focos poalong display (wiite, red or bl fow
or high lmietsl Sensdrdfy whge s BY -7.0- 18
Ot 150 1001

MABEF iy E5E- D0 S B e CRiTle-
wiaghied pwvedaga, 1ull aversga. sl and T
Vlgssh, Baimring ranga B EY <41 in &1 TR E ]
at {2 [0 Spert marinnmg can be lacked 1o AF
pointfmee

Exporsure Modies: Conlimauushy-viiabis po
gram with shi®i, shumer-prinnly auty apsire-
primity auin and memeeed mangal

Shirtter Elecamnr, vamcal ravel, matal
Blndas, SH)-1,4000 sacond plus "8 fup m
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